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on the way up the coast and defeated him at Bentonville.
That, I believe, was his last battle. No other general would
have dared to do what Sherman did in this instance. The
boldness of his military genius and his keen insight into
the future were admirably illustrated by it."

General Rosecrans, who has already been quoted, had
many reminiscences of Sherman, beginning with his cadet
days at West Point, which school he entered two years
later than Sherman. To Mr. Frank G. Carpenter, the well
known writer, General Rosecrans said:

"Sherman was two classes above me, but he was one of
the most popular and brightest fellows in the academy.
I remember him as a bright-eyed, red-headed fellow who
was always prepared for a lark of any kind, and who usually
had grease spots on his pants. These spots came from our
Clandestine midnight feasts, at which Sherman usually
made the hash. He was considered the best hash maker
at West Point, and this in our day was a great honor. The
food given the cadets then was furnished by contract. It
was cheap and poor, and I sometimes think that the only
meals we relished were our midnight hash lunches. We
prepared for them by slipping boiled potatoes into our
handkerchiefs when at the table and hiding these away
inside our vests. One of us would steal a lump of butter
during a meal, and by poking it into a glove we could
fasten it by means of a fork driven into the under part of
the table and keep it there until we got ready to leave. In
addition to this we would steal a little bit of bread, and
some of the boys had in some way or another got hold of
stew-pans. After the materials were gotten, one of the
boys who had a retired room where there was least danger
of discovery would whisper invitations to the rest to meet
him that night for a hash feast. When we got there his table and talk to him.tally, lime-er speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
